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TEENAGE POLITICAL AWARENESS DROPS 


AN AMERICAN EDUCATIONAL RESEARCH GROUP HAS FOUND THAT MANY 
TEENAGERS IN THIS COUNTRY ARE ONLY VAGUELY FAMILIAR WITH HOW 
THEIR GOVERNMENT WORKS. THE FINDINGS REPRESENT A DECLINE IN 


TEENAGE POLITICAL SOPHISTICATION, AS PAUL FRANCUCH REPORTS: 


THE FINDINGS WERE REPORTED BY THE NATIONAL ASSESSMENT FOR 
EDUCATIONAL PROGRESS, BASED IN DENVER, COLORADO -- A 
GOVERNMENT-FUNDED RESEARCH ORGANIZATION. A STATISTICALLY- 
SIGNIFICANT NATIONWIDE SAMPLING OF THIRTEEN AND 
SEVENTEEN-YEAR-OLDS TESTED THEIR KNOWLEDGE OF SUCH THINGS AS 

WHO THEIR CONGRESSIONAL REPRESENTATIVE WAS, HOW OFFICIALS WERE 
ELECTED OR APPOINTED, AND WHAT BASIC FREEDOMS WERE GUARANTEED BY 
THE UNITED STATES CONSTITUTION. ONE-HUNDRED-FORTY-FIVE 
THOUSAND TEENS REPRESENTING A CROSS-SECTION OF BACKGROUNDS AND 
GEOGRAPHICAL LOCATIONS TOOK PART IN THE SURVEY. THE RESULTS, 


SAY RESEARCHERS, WERE DISCOURAGING. 


"THEY WEREN'T SURPRISING THOUGH," SAID DOCTOR ANNA OCHOA, 

AN INDIANA UNIVERSITY ASSISTANT PROFESSOR OF EDUCATION, AND 
ONE OF THE SURVEY'S RESEARCHERS. SHE SAID THAT ENROLLMENT 

IN GOVERNMENT AND SOCIAL STUDIES COURSES HAD DECLINED IN RECENT 
YEARS AS MORE AND MORE HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS FLOCKED TO MORE 


CAREER-ORIENTED PROGRAMS. 


RESULTS OF THE NEW SURVEY WERE COMPARED WITH THOSE OF AN 
IDENTICAL SURVEY TAKEN IN THE EARLY 1970'S. IN MOST CASES, 


THE RESULTS SHOWED A DECLINE IN KNOWLEDGE AMONG TODAY'S TEENS. 


TESTING FOR THE LATEST SURVEY TOOK PLACE IN 1976 --~ A 


PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION YEAR HERE IN THE UNITED STATES. YET 
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VOICE: DESPITE THE WIDESPREAD COVERAGE OF THE VARIOUS CAMPAIGNS, 
CCONT'D) 
RESEARCHERS FOUND THAT TEENS DISPLAYED, THEY SAID, 
"CONSIDERABLE UNCERTAINTY ABOUT HOW PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATES 
ARE SELECTED." AMONG OTHER FINDINGS, RESEARCHERS REPORT 
THAT ONLY ABOUT ONE-FIFTH OF THE THIRTEEN-YEAR-OLDS 
COULD IDENTIFY THEIR CONGRESSIONAL REPRESENTATIVE. SLIGHTLY 
LESS THAN HALF OF THE SEVENTEEN-YEAR-OLDS COULD ANSWER THE 
SAME QUESTION. NEARLY ALL OF THE TEENS, HOWEVER, COULD NAME 


THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES. 


DISCOURAGING FINDINGS SUCH AS THESE LEAD THE RESEARCHERS TO 
RECOMMEND THAT PUBLIC SCHOOLS PLACE GREATER IMPORTANCE ON 
TEACHING BASIC CIVICS. DURING THE YEARS OF THE VIETNAM WAR 
WHEN MANY AMERICAN COLLEGE CAMPUSES WERE THE SCENES OF MASSIVE 
DEMONSTRATIONS, STUDENTS DEMANDED, AND RECEIVED, A GREATER 

SAY IN STRUCTURING CURRICULA, THIS CHANGE IN THE EDUCATIONAL 
CLIMATE EVENTUALLY FILTERED DOWN TO THE HIGH SCHOOL LEVEL, AND 
ONE OF THE RESULTS WAS A DECLINE OF ENROLLMENTS IN CIVICS 
COURSES. RESEARCHERS BELIEVE THAT IS THE KEY TO THE 


PROBLEM, 


IF THERE'S ANY SOLICE TO BE FOUND IN THE RECENT REPORT, IT IS 
THAT THIRTEEN-YEAR-OLDS HAVE MADE SUBSTANTIAL GAINS OVER THEIR 
PREDECESSORS IN RECOGNIZING THE CONSTITUTIONALLY-GUARANTEED 
RIGHTS OF SOMEONE ACCUSED OF A CRIME. BUT THEY DIDN'T LEARN 
THIS IN THE CLASSROOM. RESEARCHERS SUSPECT IT'S DUE TO THE 
LARGE NUMBER OF TELEVISION SHOWS FEATURING POLICE AND LAWYERS. 
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